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(30) And Jephthah made the following vow

to YHVH: “If you deliver the Ammonites

into my hands, (31) then whatever comes

out of the door of my house to meet me on

my safe return from the Ammonites shall be

YHVH’s and shall be offered by me as a

burnt offering.” (32) Jephthah crossed over

to the Ammonites and attacked them, and

YHVH delivered them into his hands. (33)

He utterly routed them—from Aroer as far

as Minnith, twenty towns—all the way to

Abel-cheramim. So the Ammonites

submitted to the Israelites. (34) When

Jephthah arrived at his home in Mizpah,

there was his daughter coming out to meet

him, with timbrel and dance! She was an

only child; he had no other son or daughter.

(35) On seeing her, he rent his clothes and

said, “Alas, daughter! You have brought me

low; you have become my troubler! For I

have uttered a vow to YHVH and I cannot

retract.” (36) “Father,” she said, “you have

uttered a vow to YHVH; do to me as you

have vowed, seeing that YHVH has

vindicated you against your enemies, the

Ammonites.” (37) She further said to her

father, “Let this be done for me: let me be

for two months, and I will go with my

companions and lament upon the hills and

there bewail my maidenhood.” (38)

“Go,” he replied. He let her go for two

months, and she and her companions went

and bewailed her maidenhood upon the

hills. (39) After two months’ time, she

returned to her father, and he did to her as

he had vowed. She had never known a man.

So it became a custom in Israel (40) for the

maidens of Israel to go every year, for four

days in the year, and chant dirges for the

daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.

ר(ל) חוַיּדִַּ֨ הנֶדֶ֛ריפְִתָּ֥ רלַיהוָ֖ וַיּאֹמַ֑
ןאִם־נתָ֥וֹן (לא)בְּידִָיֽ׃עַמּ֖וֹןאֶת־בְּנֵי֥תִּתֵּ֛

אוְהָיָה֣ רהַיּוֹצֵ֗ אאֲשֶׁ֨ ייצֵֵ֜ בֵיתִי֙מִדַּלְתֵ֤
י ילִקְרָאתִ֔ וְהָיהָ֙עַמּ֑וֹןמִבְּנֵ֣יבְשָׁל֖וֹםבְּשׁוּבִ֥
ה הוּלַיֽהוָ֔ ר(לב)(פ)עוֹלָהֽ׃וְהַעֲלִיתִ֖ ֹ֥ וַיּעֲַב
ח חֶםעַמּ֖וֹןאֶל־בְּנֵי֥יפְִתָּ֛ םלְהִלָּ֣ וַיתְִּנֵם֥בָּ֑
ה ם(לג)בְּידָֽוֹ׃יהְוָ֖ וְעַד־בּוֹאֲ֨�מֵעֲרוֹעֵר֩וַיּכֵַּ֡
ית יםמִנִּ֜ ירעֶשְׂרִ֣ לוְעַד֙עִ֗ יםאָבֵ֣ הכְּרָמִ֔ מַכָּ֖
דגְּדוֹלָ֣ה ֹ֑ יעַמּ֔וֹןבְּנֵ֣יוַיּכִָּנֽעְוּ֙מְא בְּנֵי֥מִפְּנֵ֖

א(לד)(פ)ישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃ ֹ֨ חוַיּבָ הַמִּצְפָּה֮יפְִתָּ֣
אתבִתּוֹ֙וְהִנֵּ֤האֶל־בֵּיתוֹ֒ יםלִקְרָאת֔וֹיצֵֹ֣ בְתֻפִּ֖
יאוְרַק֙וּבִמְחלֹ֑וֹת ההִ֣ נּוּאֵיֽן־ל֥וֹיחְִידָ֔ ןמִמֶּ֛ בֵּ֖
הּכִרְאוֹת֨וֹוַיהְִי֩(לה)אוֹ־בַתֽ׃ עאוֹתָ֜ וַיּקְִרַ֣

יו ֹ֙אמֶר֙אֶת־בְּגדָָ֗ הּוַיּ עַבִּתִּי֙אֲהָ֤ הַכְרֵ֣
ניִ תְּהִכְרַעְתִּ֔ יהָיִי֣תְוְאַ֖ כְרָ֑ ֹֽ יבְּע וְאָנכִֹ֗
יתִי־פִי֙ הפָּצִ֤ לוְ֥�אאֶל־יהְוָ֔ (לו)לָשֽׁוּב׃אוּכַ֖
אמֶר ֹ֣ יווַתּ יתָהאָבִי֙אֵלָ֗ י֙�פָּצִ֤ אֶת־פִּ֙

ה האֶל־יהְוָ֔ יעֲשֵׂ֣ רלִ֔ אכַּאֲשֶׁ֖ י�יצָָ֣ ימִפִּ֑ אַחֲרֵ֡
ר הלְ֙�עָשָׂה֩אֲשֶׁ֣ י�נקְָמ֛וֹתיהְוָ֧ מִבְּנֵי֥מֵאיֹבְֶ֖
אמֶר֙(לז)עַמּֽוֹן׃ ֹ֙ יהָוַתּ שֶׂהאֶל־אָבִ֔ ייעֵָ֥ לִּ֖
ר ההַזֶּ֑ההַדָּבָ֣ נּיִהַרְפֵּ֨ יםשְׁנַ֣יםִמִמֶּ֜ חֳדָשִׁ֗
יוְאֵלְֽכָה֙ יםוְירַָדְתִּ֣ אֶבְכֶּה֙וְעַל־הֶהָֽרִ֔

י יעַל־בְּתוּלַ֔ (לח)[וְרֵעוֹתָיֽ׃]ורעיתיאָנכִֹ֖
אמֶר ֹ֣ כִיוַיּ הּוַיּשְִׁלַ֥חלֵ֔ יםשְׁנֵ֣יאוֹתָ֖ חֳדָשִׁ֑
לֶ� יהָהִיא֙וַתֵּ֤ עוֹתֶ֔ בְךְּוְרֵ֣ יהָוַתֵּ֥ עַל־בְּתוּלֶ֖

ים׃ י(לט)עַל־הֶהָרִֽ ץוַיהְִ֞ שְׁנַ֣יםִ׀מִקֵּ֣
ים שָׁב֙חֳדָשִׁ֗ יהָוַתָּ֙ הּוַיַּעַ֣שׂאֶל־אָבִ֔ לָ֔

ראֶת־נדְִר֖וֹ ראֲשֶׁ֣ הוְהִיא֙נדָָ֑ ישׁ�א־ידְָעָ֣ אִ֔
ק ֹ֖ ים(מ)בְּישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃וַתְּהִי־ח ימָה׀מִיּמִָ֣ ימִָ֗
לבְּנ֣וֹתתֵּלַכְ֙נהָ֙ חלְתַנּ֕וֹתישְִׂרָאֵ֔ לְבַת־יפְִתָּ֖
י עַתהַגִּלְעָדִ֑ יםאַרְבַּ֥ (ס)בַּשָּׁנָהֽ׃ימִָ֖



Book of Biblical Antiquities - XL: 2-7 (1-2nd Cent. CE)

And She’ilah his daughter said to him, “Who is it that can be sorrowful in their

death when they see the people delivered? Do you not remember that which

was in the days of our ancestors, when the father set his son for a burnt

offering and he did not gainsay him, but consented to him, rejoicing? And he

that was offered was ready, and he that offered was glad. Now therefore do not

annul anything of what you have vowed, but grant me one prayer. I ask of you

before I die a small request: I beseech you that before I give up my soul, I may

go into the mountains and wander among the hills and walk about among the

rocks, I and the virgins that are my fellows, and pour out my tears there and

tell the affliction of my youth; and the trees of the field shall bewail me and the

beasts of the field shall lament for me; for I am not sorrowful for that I die,

neither does it grieve me that I give up my soul”

…

“Hearken, O mountains, to my lamentation, and look, O hills, upon the tears

of my eyes, and be witness, O rocks, in the bewailing of my soul. Behold how I

am accused, but my soul shall not be taken away in vain. Let my words go

forth into the heavens, and let my tears be written before the face of the

firmament [...] The white robe which my mother wove for me, let the moth eat

it, and the crown of flowers which my nurse plaited for me, let it wither, and

the coverlet which she wove of violet and purple for my virginity, let the worm

spoil it [...] Bow down your branches, O ye trees, and lament my youth. Come,

ye beasts of the forest, and trample upon my virginity. For my years are cut off,

and the days of my life are waxen old in darkness.”

Midrash Tanchuma Bechukotai 5 (c. 5th century CE)

At that time [when Jephthah made his vow],

the Holy Blessed One was angry with him. The

Holy Blessed One, said, “If there had come out

from his house a dog, a pig, or a camel, he

would have offered it to Me.” Hence YVHH

summoned his daughter to him. And why so

much? So that all those that vow will learn the

laws of vows and abnegations. …

But was not Phinehas there? And still he said,

“and I cannot retract?” However, Phinehas

had said, “I am a high priest and the son of a

high priest. Shall I humble myself and go to an

ignoramus (am ha'aretz)?” [And] Jephthah

הַקָּדוֹשׁמִןכַּעַסעָלָיוהָיהָשָׁעָהבְּאוֹתָהּ
כֶּלֶבמִבֵּיתוֹיצָָאאִלּוּאָמַר,הוּא.בָּרוּ�

אוֹתוֹמַקְרִיבהָיהָגָּמָל,אוֹחֲזיִראוֹ
לָמָּה.כָּ�כָּלבִּתּוֹ.לוֹזמִֵּןלְכָ�לְפָניַ.
הִלְכוֹתהַנּוֹדְרִים,כָּלשֶׁיּלְִמְדוּכְּדֵי

טָעוּתלִנהְגֹשֶׁ�אוְקוֹנמָוֹת,נדְָרִים
לִקְרָאתוֹ,יוֹצֵאתבִּתּוֹוְהִנּהֵבַּנּדְָרִים.

בְּגדָָיואֶתוְיקְִרַעאוֹתָהּכִּרְאוֹתוֹוַיהְִי
פִיפָּצִיתִיוְאָנכִֹיוְגוֹ',בִתִּיאֲהָהּוַיּאֹמֶר

פסוק(שםלָשׁוּבאוּכַלוְ�אה'אֶל
וְהוּאשָׁם,הָיהָפִּנחְָסוַהֲ�אלד-לה).

פִּנחְָסאֶלָּאלָשׁוּב.אוּכַל�אאוֹמֵר
וְאֵי�גָּדוֹלכּהֵֹןבֶּןגָּדוֹלכּהֵֹןאֲניִאָמַר,
אֲניִאָמַר,יפְִתָּחהָאָרֶץ.עַםאֵצֶלאֵלֵ�



said, “I am head of the tribes of Israel and

head of the magistrates. Shall I humble myself

and go to a commoner?” Between the two of

them that poor woman perished from the

world; so the two of them were liable for her

blood. In the case of Phinehas, the holy spirit

left him. In the case of Jephthah, his bones

were scattered, as stated (in Jud. 12:7), “and

he was buried in the cities of Gilead.”

When he sought to sacrifice her, she cried in

front of him. His daughter said to him, “My

father, I came out to greet you in joy, and

[now] you slaughter me? Is it perhaps that the

Holy Blessed One wrote in the Torah that

Israel offer the lives of people in front of the

Holy Blessed One? And is it not written (in

Lev. 1:2), ‘When one of you presents an

offering to YHVH from the beasts.’ ‘From the

beasts’ and not from people?” He said to her,

“My daughter, I made a vow… Is it possible

that anyone who makes a vow does not have

to fulfil his vow?” She said to him, “Behold,

when our father Jacob made a vow (in Gen.

28:22), ‘and of all that You give me, I will

surely set aside a tithe for You’; when the Holy

Blessed One, gave him twelve sons, did he

ever offer up one of them as a sacrifice?

Moreover, does not Hannah [do likewise],

when she makes a vow and says (in I Sam.

1:11), ‘And she made a vow and said, “YHVH

of hosts, if You will surely see… [then I will

give him to YHVH all the days of his life].”’

Did she ever offer up her son as a sacrifice to

the Holy One Blessed One?” All these things

she said to him, but he did not heed her.

When she saw that he did not heed her, she

said to him, “Let me go to a court of law.

Perhaps one of them will find a loophole for

your words.” Thus it is stated (in Jud. 11:37),

“leave me alone for two months, so that I may

go and come down to the mountains.”

R. Zechariah said, “Is there anyone who comes

down to the mountains? Does not one go up to

the mountains? So what is the meaning of

הַקְּצִיניִם,ראֹשׁישְִׂרָאֵלשׁוֹפְטֵיראֹשׁ
מִבֵּיןהֶדְיוֹט.אֵצֶלוְאֵלֵ�עַצְמִיאַשְׁפִּיל
מִןעֲלוּבְתָּאהַהִיאאַבְדַתתַּרְוֵיהוֹן
פִּנחְָס,בְּדָמֶיהָ.נתְִחַיּבְוּוּשְׁניֵהֶםעָלְמָא.

יפְִתָּח,הַקּדֶֹשׁ,רוּחַמִמֶּנּוּנסְִתַּלְּקָה
וַיּקִָּבֵרכְּתִיב:שֶׁכֵּןעַצְמוֹתָיו,נתְִפַּזּרְוּ
שֶׁבִּקֵּשׁכֵּיוָןז).יב,(שםגִּלְעָדבְּעָרֵי

לוֹאָמְרָהלְפָניָו.בּוֹכָההָיתְָהלְקָרְבָהּ,
בְּשִׂמְחָהלִקְרָאתְ�יצָָאתִיאָבִי,בִּתּוֹ,
הַקָּדוֹשׁכָּתַבשֶׁמָּאאוֹתִי.שׁוֹחֵטוְאַתָּה
ישְִׂרָאֵלשֶׁיּהְוּבַּתּוֹרָההוּאבָּרוּ�

הוּאבָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁלִפְניֵמַקְרִיבִין
אָדָםבַּתּוֹרָה,כְּתִיבאֵיןאָדָם.נפְַשׁוֹת

הַבְּהֵמָהמִןלַה'קָרְבָּןמִכֶּםיקְַרִיבכִּי
בְּניֵמִןוְ�אהַבְּהֵמָהמִןב),א,(ויקרא
וְהָיהָנדַָרְתִּי,בִּתִּי,לָהּ:אָמַראָדָם.
עוֹלָה.וְהַעֲלִיתִיהוּיצֵֵאאֲשֶׁרהַיּוֹצֵא
לְשַׁלֵּםשֶׁ�אהוּאיכָלֹהַנּוֹדֵרכָּלשֶׁמָּא
אָבִינוּיעֲַקבֹוַהֲרֵילֵיהּ,אָמְרָהנדְִרוֹ.
עַשֵּׂרלִיתִּתֵּןאֲשֶׁרכָּלוְאָמַר,שֶׁנּדַָר
לוֹוְנתַָןכב),כח,(בראשיתוְגוֹ'

בָּניִם,עָשָׂרשְׁניֵםהוּאבָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁ
אֶחָדהוּאבָּרוּ�לְהַקָּדוֹשׁהִקְרִיבשֶׁמָּא
שֶׁאָמְרָה,חַנּהָ,אֶלָּאעוֹדוְ�אמֵהֶם.
רָאהֹאִםצְבָאוֹתה'וַתּאֹמַר,נדֶֶרוַתִּדּרֹ
שֶׁמָּאיא),א,(ש״אוְגוֹ'תִּרְאֶה

בָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁלִפְניֵבְּנהָּאֶתהִקְרִיבָה
וְ�אלוֹ:אָמְרָההָאֵלֶּההַדְּבָרִיםכָּלהוּא.
לָהּ,שָׁמַעשֶׁ�אשֶׁרָאֲתָהכֵּיוָןלָהּ.שָׁמַע
דִּין,בֵּיתאֵצֶלוְאֵרֵדהַנּיִחֵניִלוֹ:אָמְרָה
שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:לְנדְִרְ�.פֶּתַחימְִצְאוּשֶׁמָּא
וְאֵלְכָהחֳדָשִׁיםשְׁניַםִמִמֶּנּיִהַרְפֵּה
יא,(שופטיםוְגוֹ'הֶהָרִיםעַלוְירַָדְתִּי
אָדָםישֵׁוְכִיזכְַרְיהָ,רַבִּיאָמַרלז).
עוֹלִיםאָדָםבְּניֵוַהֲ�אהֶהָרִים,עַליוֹרֵד

אֵלּוּהֶהָרִים.עַלוְירַָדְתִּימַהוּלֶהָרִים.
הָרִיםשִׁמְעוּשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:כְּמָהסַנהְֶדְרִין,

אֶצְלָםהָלְכָהב).ו,(מיכהה'רִיבאֶת
אֶתלוֹלְהַתִּירלְיפְִתָּחפֶּתַחמָצְאוּוְ�א

מִשֵּׁבֶטשֶׁשָּׁחַטאוֹתָןבַּעֲוֹןנדְִרוֹ,
רָשׁגֶּבֶראוֹמֵר,הוּאוְעָלָיואֶפְרָיםִ.
לָחֶםוְאֵיןסוֹחֵףמָטָרדַּלִּיםוְעשֵֹׁק
דַּלִּים,וְעשֵֹׁקרָשׁגֶּבֶרג).כח,(משלי

כִּגרְוּפוֹבַּתּוֹרָהרָשׁשֶׁהָיהָיפְִתָּח,זהֶ
הַדַּלִּים,אֶתעשֵֹׁקשֶׁהָיהָשִׁקְמָה,שֶׁל

שִׁבּלֶֹתנאָאֱמרֹלוֹוַיּאֹמְרוּשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:



‘and come down to the mountains?’ These

represent the Sanhedrin, as in the usage (of

Micah 6:2), ‘Hear, O mountains, the lawsuit of

YHVH.’” She went to them, but they did not

find a loophole for undoing his vow, because

of the sin of those [42,000 people!] that he

slaughtered from the tribe of Ephraim [who

didn’t want to participate in the war against

the Ammonites]… When they did not find [a

loophole] for undoing his vow, he went up and

slaughtered her before the Holy Blessed One.

Then the holy spirit proclaimed, “Did I desire

you to sacrifice lives to Me, (according to Jer.

19:5), ‘which I never commanded, never spoke

for, and which never entered My mind.’”

כֵּןלְדַבֵּריכִָיןוְ�אסִבּלֶֹתוַיּאֹמֶר
לְפִיכָ�,שׁוֹחֲטָן.וְהָיהָו),יב,(שופטים

מִילוֹשֶׁהָיהָלֶחֶם,וְאֵיןסוֹחֵףמָטָר
לֶחֶם,וְאֵיןאֶלָּאנדְִרוֹ,אֶתשֶׁיּתִַּיר

אֶתמֵהֶםהוּאבָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁשֶׁהֶעֱלִים
לוֹלְהַתִּירפִּתְחוֹימְִצְאוּשֶׁ�אהַהֲלָכָה,

הַקּדֶֹשׁוְרוּחַוּשְׁחָטָהּ.עָלָהנדְִרוֹ.אֶת
שֶׁתַּקְרִיברוֹצֶההָייִתִינפְָשׁוֹתצוַֹחַת,
וְ�אדִּבַּרְתִּיוְ�אצִוִּיתִי�אאֲשֶׁרלְפָניַ
לִבִּיעַלעָלְתָה

Rivkah Lubitch, “Tanot, Jephthah’s Daughter” in Dirshuni, ed.

Tamar Biala (2022)

אוֹ־בַתֽ'בֵּןמִמֶּנּוּאֵיֽן־לוֹיחְִידָההִיאוְרַק
לד)יא,(שופטים

היהלאיפתח:לבתהשכינהלהאמרה
ובארץבת,אובןממךליפתח,לו,

ואיןמשלה,שםאשהשליודעיםאינם
עמישביבת.ולאבןלאצריכההיא

קראובארץזאת.עלובכיבמרומים,
'תַּנּוֹת'.לךאקראואנייפתח','בתלך

שנאמרלפי'תנות'?שמהנקראולמה
ישראל,בנותתלכנהימימה'מימים
ארבעתהגלעדייפתחלבתלתנות,
ואמרומ).יא,(שופטיםבשנה'ימים
'תנות'אלאבכי,לשון'לתנות'אין

היאתנותהיאהוא.יפתחבתשלשמה
יושבתעושה?ומהיפתח.בת

בנותשלסיפוריהןושומעתבמרומים,
אצליושבתואחרבארץ,אשרישראל
צרותיהן,באוזניהומתנההשכינה
זכות.עליהןומלמדתבעבורןמתפללת

עַל־בְּתוּלֶיהָוַתֵּבְךְּוְרֵעוֹתֶיהָהִיא'וַתֵּלֶ�
ים' לח).יא,(שופטיםעַל־הֶהָֽרִֽ

“She was an only child, he had no other son or

daughter (Judges 11:34).”

The Shekhinah said to Jephthah’s daughter:

Jephthah has no progeny from you, and on

earth they don’t know that a woman has a

name of her own, even without having a son

or daughter. Sit with me in heaven, and weep

for this. On earth they call you “Jephthah’s

daughter,” and I will call you “Tanot.”

And why was she called “Tanot”? Because it is

written, “And so since long ago, the daughters

of Israel go to wail (le-Tanot) for the daughter

of Jephthah the Gileadite, four days a year

(Judges 11:40).” And they said, Tanot does

not mean wailing but is the name of

Jephthah’s daughter. And what does she do?

She sits in heaven and listens to the stories of

the earthly daughters of Israel, and then sits

by the Shekhinah and bewails their sorrows in

her ear, prays for them and pleads their

righteousness.




